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HALLWAYS
Storage is one of the hest ways to make the most efficient
e of a linear entrance hall, especially for things you only

use when going outside - shoes, coats, umbrellas and buggies.

s Titthe s 20cm will give yonu enough width fie a shoe
cabinet, and #cm will give you enough for a bench, which
vou can store bulkier things beneath.

Use dead-end ballways and larslings (such as these beading
tor bedroonms) for more fived finetions - a fold-dovwn desk for
waek ar a pull-our dorhes airer, And don't forger abour stairs
=y can meck a Jor of srorage o & small WO beneath them,
o i space s really tight, vou can make them disappear with

e |

bespoke aptions thar pull aut from the wall ar fold down
fruam the Avor above, or industrial-ssyle staircuses on wheels,

For new-builds or major jcms, incorponute a number
af functicms int your stnsctural elements, advises architect
Jeremy Ashworth (01223 322 331; ashworthparkes.co.uk),
whio Fieved his three-bedroom Boeme into a Peagqm phot,

We had to suppart the upper Boees with comerete, @ we
hapsed ir g0 ir could doabbe a8 a farder on the ground foor
and a recess for our coars,” he says, Designing sucneral
elements modo anarher job ks much cheaper than bailding
these fearares independenly.’
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LIVING ROOMS

Mubtifincticnal furmitune comes into it cwn in the living
o, which often acts 4 & TV space for the whale fanily,
a play wone for yourg children, a hommewirk area for older
children, and 4 place fi adubts 1o enrertain. A wall unir with
srorage, shelves and a desk can fulfil all these finetions, bor
ey o include elements thar fild, slide or swivel away so you
can hide the TV or computer when theyre st in 1se.

“You don't want 0 clutter your space with lots of functions,’

says architect Roberr Gareaw. You want to overlap them,
w0 when one is nevded, the ather disappears. Then your space
feels more generous,” e says. Likewise, sliding partitions
should divide up an are seamlessly, 50 use slid marerials
that will keep sound out and won't wobhble when the windows
are: open, and ist in good-quality, ceiling-hurg hardware
o aviid an umssghtly track on the foor.

Wlake sare you emgploy peaple with the right skills and
roxls oo bl your complex ki, oo, ‘Seme companies will
come and pirch-up in your hame for a couple of days, bur
thie quaality will neves be &5 good a5 somerhing made with
equipment off-site in a warkshop," advises fuminie maker
Andrew Carpenter (01702 568 520 carpentesandearpenter.
couik). 1f your're Jocking fo  good furniruse maker or
carpenter, try searching through the Guild of Master
Craftsmen (1273 478 4% findacraftsman.com), —
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KITCHENS

Wheshs could be your best fifend in + bijou Kirchen, savs
archiree Jeremy Ashworth, ‘Commercial kirchens wse tralley
benches, and these can be wsefud in domestic kischens, toa,
You can wheel them pat when you'ne preparing or coaking
facd, then st them hack inta a rocess, he says.

There's akso plensy of scope ta make yoar kitchen iland
moee multifunctional, by incorporating storage, shelving, a
beeakfast bench for informal meals, sound speakers, or even
a Fold-out worktop for exera cooking space. Alvermatively,
‘ous could Follow Robert Garneau's lead and have a height-
adjustable rable insvead of a kitchen wland, Ar the push of
a bumton, he can wasform bis fiom a dining rable s
standig-helght bench, ideal for food peeparation or drinks.

Hideaway kitchens are alss grear for small kitchens, with
folding or slidireg doors 1o cansesl the food-prepararion arca
sfier dinner or during partics. Try Warendarf (+49 258 1590;
warendarf.com), Dada (020 7631 2345; malteniclada.co.ak)
e Hoffi (020 7590 FI10; boffiuk com), which all pffer 2 range
of designs that are ideal for this fanction,

BEDROOMS

s these rooms are umused far most of the day, they're
the e area whene you can devote a partion of the Booe space
by stvrragre selitionss — goeat for bong-term items that you doe’
el dcoess o on o day-to-clay basis, Yoo need about élem
o either side of the bed and one metre ar the foot 1o move
abesat asily, but the rest can be filled with cablnets,
Alrernarively, vou oould corvest a bedroom into a bome
office, espectally if it’s 4 spare rocm. Banbon Compace Living
sells a range of foldd-down beds that convert into desks, or you

this picture 4

could design your mwn. On his compact three-bidrmom
e ploe, architect Jererny Ashworth hired o caspenter
1oy buaild bedside talides on cither sdie of his fold-down bed,
with a desk tht sits on wg of them when the bed i wp, Tt
ot hams about £600

1 youar bedrona bs bonger than four metres, vou conld aleo
incorposare 4 dressing space ar one end, with a wardrobe to
partition the area behind your bed, Allow shoar §0cm for the
wardrebe and T0cm m walk arcand ir. -
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BATHROOMS

Most spaces in the home are defined by their function, none
more so than the bathroom, but it is possible to elevate that
function from a wash-and-go space to a spa zone, even when
space is at a premium.

It should be a place where you can relax and spend time.
You should celebrate its intimacy,’ says Robert Garneau. To do
this, make as many of the surfaces as flush as possible and limit
the amount of materials used. Garneau, for example, covered
the walls, floor and ceiling of his small bathroom in blue mosaic
tiles to create an enveloping environment, and set the shower,
and even the track for the shower curtain, flush into the ceiling.

Thickening your walls with storage is another good trick.
Build out around your WC to conceal the cistern, and then
extend that thickness across other walls, so that all your
cabinets and shelves are recessed. Installing an electric mat
under the floor will also allow you to clear the radiator from
the wall, creating a more streamlined look. GD

176 GRANDDESIGNS MAY 2014

left Kaldewei's
relax lounger is

a bath that can
be covered up
with upholstered
panels, converting
it into a seat or
display surface.
From £1,746
(01480 498 053;
kaldewei.co.uk)

below A wall of
pull-out shelving is
the ideal storage
solution for a small
bathroom and

will hide away all
your toiletries
(susannacots.com)
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